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WHAT WE WILL COVER TODAY:
• A Short History of Electronic Journals

• Why We Are Here

• The Kinds of E-Journals UTK Has

• Searching for What You Need When 
You Know Exactly What You Want

• Using a Database to Find What     
You Need



HISTORY OF E-JOURNALS

•Idea conceived in 1973

•Experiments in the early 1980s

•A reality in the late 1980s

•True e-journals in the 1990s



ADVANTAGES

•Accessibility

•Subscription Costs

•Multimedia capabilities

•Internal and external links



DISADVANTAGES

•Technological Barriers

•Sociocultural Barriers

•Economic Barriers

Information obtained from:

Chan, Liza. "Electronic journals and academic libraries." Library 
Hi-Tech 17.1 (Wntr 1999): 10(7).



THE REASONS WE ARE HERE

• With UTSI facing budget cuts and 
the resolution to cut spending, 
cutting paper print was an obvious 
solution.

• The Library doesn’t have the space 
for more paper print journals.



THE REASONS WE ARE HERE (cont.)

• Duplication of our paper journals and 
UTK’s electronic journals involve 
redundant spending. Why pay for 
something we already have?

• Times have changed. UTSI is ready 
to move into the “modern” world   
and use the technologies we      
have available to us.



WHAT KINDS OF E-JOURNALS 
DOES UTK HAVE?

UTK does not have a list of EVERYTHING 
they have electronically. 

See http://linkserv.lib.utk.edu:9003/sfx/az/
for a search page that has them listed 
alphabetically.



SEARCHING: TITLE

You can search by typing in the title (or a 
portion of the title) in the TITLE box.

• “Starts with” indicates the beginning of 
the title

• “Contains” means the words appear 
somewhere in the title (my preferred 
method)



SEARCHING: CATEGORY

You can search by choosing a category and then 
choosing a SubCategory. For example, choosing 
Physics will present the SubCategories of:

When a subcategory is chosen, supporting 
databases are listed.



SEARCHING: ADVANCED

The Advanced Search allows a variety of 
searching options. In addition to the already 
described choices, the Vendor has been 
added. The search can be very broad or 
very narrow according to your needs.



SEARCHING: CITATIONLINKER

The CitationLinker search is the most 
thorough search available. If you know 
what you want or you know parts of the 
citation and do not know which database 
to use to find it, this option will do that for 
you. 



THE “HIT” LIST
Now that the search has been conducted, you 
may get a list of results. You can view them in 
the default detail view or in the table view.

Title of journal ISSN of journal

Link to area where journal will be available full-text 
or its location in the UTK Library

Link to information 
about the journal
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How many journals 
are in that category

Subdivisions of 
alphabet

How many pages of 
items in that category

• Title, ISSN of 
journal

• Databases that 
contain that title 
and what issues 
are available from 
that database

• Subject headings 
for that title

Link to finding 
journal article either 
in full text or at the 
UTK Library
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USING A DATABASE TO FIND 
WHAT YOU NEED

Sometimes you may know what you want but 
you don’t know where to find it or you need a 
citation to support your work. Then searching a 
database will help, but ...

•Which database do I use?
•How do I find it?



By Subject
• General Topics 
• Biology 
• Business & Economics 
• Chemical & Physical Sciences 
• Engineering 
• Geography 
• Geological Sciences & the Environment 
• Government Documents 
• Health Sciences 
• Mathematics & Computer Science

There are several methods you can use to locate 
the appropriate database. First you can look at 
the subject areas. The few that may be of 
interest to you are:



For example, choosing the subject ENGINEERING 
brings up a list:



Each database is different in how search terms 
are entered, but essentially they all require the 
same information: journal title, author, date, etc.

NOTE: At this point when you click to enter a database, if you haven’t 
already been prompted, you will be asked for your NetID and password.



Other ways to search 
can be chosen from the 
list to the left.

Each one will bring up a 
list that will support that 
link.

Or you can type in 
something you think will 
bring up a particular 
database. But keep it 
broad in nature.



You may have begun to notice that there are 
distinct similarities among the databases.

Once you master the method, you will find 
that locating your journal articles is fairly easy.

If you are unable to locate an article full-text, 
just send the citation to the Library and we 
can see if we can find it somewhere else or 
order it from another institution through 
Interlibrary Loan.

Emily (emoore@utsi.edu) x316

Brenda (bbrooks@utsi.edu) x315



QUESTIONS?

http://www.utsi.edu/library


